314-                                 RECOLLECTIONS
was for coercion. When war actually commenced, the capital at Washington was practically blockaded, and in tho power of tho Confederates.
Tho response of the loyal states to the call of Lincoln was perhaps the most remarkable uprising of a great people in the history of mankind. Within a few days the road to Washing-ington was opened, but the men who answered the call wore not, soldiers, but citizens, badly armed, and without drill or discipline. The history of their rapid conversion into real soldiers, and of the measures adopted by Congress to organize, arm and equip them, does not fall within my province. Tho battles fought, the victories won, and the defeats suffered, have been recorded in the hundred or more volumes of "Tho Kecord.s of the llebelUon," published by tho United States. Tho principal events of the war have been told in tho history of Abraham Lincoln by Nicolay and I fay, and perhaps more graphically by General Urimt, General Sherman, General Sheridan, Alexander H. Stephens, Fit-/ Hugh Lee, and many others who actively participated in the war, and told what they saw and knew oi' it. Tho military committees of the two Houses, under the advice of accomplished officers, formulated tho laws passed by Congress for the enlistment, equipment and organization of tho Union armies. Henry Wilson, of Massachusetts, was chairman of thfi committee on military affairs of the Senate, and ho is entitled to much of the praise due for tho numerous laws required to lit the Union citizen soldiers for military duty. His position was a difficult one, but ho rilled it with hearty sympathy for tho, Union soldiers, and with a just regard for both officers and men.
Among the numerous bills relating to tho war, that which became the act to suppress insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, and to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, ox-cited the greatest interest, giving rise to a long debate. It was founded on the faulty idea that a territorial war, existing between two distinct parts of tho country, could ho treated as an insurrection. The law of nations treats such a war as a contest between two separate powers, to be governed by tho laws of war. Confiscation in such a war is not a measure to beion. The President of the United States declared, in an executive message, that tho general government had no power to coerce a state. On tJie accession of President Lincoln, tho confodcmfco government was better organized for resistance than the UnionKilt II |;lM|1".lil   .lllKtlltll)])
